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‘Service, Sacrifice, Remembrance, Reconciliation’
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THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY- SUNDAY 11 OCTOBER 2026
A Service in the New Revised Tradition

The Service will be conducted by The Chaplain, The Rev’d Dr Iain C Barclay, MBE, TD, FRSA,
Assisted by Nan Rennie, DCS,
 and the Robin Chapel Choir will be conducted by Susan Hamilton.,
accompanied by The Robin Chapel Organist, Morley Whitehead, GRSM(Hons), FRCO(ChM), LRAM, ARCM

The Music of the Service

Amy Beach was an American composer and pianist. Her "Gaelic" Symphony in 1896, was the first symphony composed and published by an American woman. Her responsary Peace I Leave with you was published in 1891. Thomas Tertius Noble held positions at Trinity College Cambridge, Ely Cathedral and York Minster before a bold move to St Thomas’s Church, Fifth Avenue, New York. Here he established a choir school based on the familiar choral establishments he had known in England. Born in Armagh, Charles Wood spent much of his life in Cambridge at the University. Like Stanford, Wood collected and published Irish folksong and he succeeded Stanford to the post of Professor of Music at the University of Cambridge in 1924. O Thou the central Orb is one of Wood’s most familiar anthems written to a text by H.R.Bramle.


Organ Voluntary
The congregation is asked to stand as the Service commences with, The Processional Cross followed by the Director of Music, the Choir, The Reader[s] and the Chaplain entering the Chapel. Thereafter the Introit is sung.

The Introit - sung by The Choir - un-announced
Peace I leave with you
Amy Beach (1867 - 1944)

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you. Not as the world giveth give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled.



The Little Entry
[In silence The Bible is brought into the church following the singing of the Introit during which the congregation remain standing.]

Welcome - by the Chaplain as the congregation remains standing

Let us Worship God - led by the Chaplain				
The Chaplain	Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,
All		Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength
The Chaplain	Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;
All		Worship the Lord in holy splendour.
The Chaplain	The voice of the Lord is over the waters
All		The God of glory thunders over mighty waters
The Chaplain	The voice of the Lord is powerful:
All		The voice of the Lord is full of majesty.
The Chaplain	Let us worship God together.

The Bidding Psalm - the Choir & Congregation - un-announced
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After which the Congregation shall remain standing for ‘The Salutation’.
Metrical Palm 51: 8-13
Of gladness and of joyfulness
Tune: Kilmarnock
Music: Melody and most of the harmony
by Neil Dougall [1776-1862] from Clarks Parochial Psalmody, 2nd edition 1831


8. Of gladness and of joyfulness
make me to hear the voice;
That so these very bones which thou
hast broken may rejoice.

9. All mine iniquities blot out,
thy face hide from my sin.
10 Create a clean heart, Lord, renew
a right sp'rit me within.

11. Cast me not from thy sight, nor take
thy Holy Sp'rit away.
12 Restore me thy salvation's joy;
with thy free Sp'rit me stay.

13. Then will I teach thy ways unto
those that transgressors be;
And those that sinners are shall then
be turned unto thee.

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
the God whom we adore,
be glory, as it was, and is,
and shall be evermore.
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Dominus vobiscum - the Choir - un-announced
Cantor: The Lord be with you.
Choir: And with thy spirit.

The Congregation shall sit or kneel according to their tradition

Prayers of Approach - offered by the Chaplain.
Let us approach God in humility and faith.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Confession - said by all who wish to make their confession
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith.
Merciful God, you have made us in your image, with a mind to know you, a heart to love you, and a will to serve you. But our knowledge is imperfect, our love inconstant, and our obedience incomplete. Day by day we fail to grow into your likeness; yet you are slow to be angry with your children. For the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Saviour do not hold our sins against us, but in your tender love, forgive us.

The Lesser Litany - The Choir - unannounced
Cantor: Lord have mercy
Choir: Christ have mercy
Cantor: Lord have mercy

The Absolution - the Chaplain continues
Let us receive His forgiveness in faith.
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Act of Supplication
Let us understand our place in His Grace.
Lord God, Almighty and gracious, who has called us to be Holy as you are Holy, grant us power to walk worthy of our high calling in Jesus Christ. Strengthen us against temptation, teach us to do your will, cause us to abound more and more in faith and love, in holy desires and kind and brotherly affections, in pure and peaceable dispositions, and in patient and humble service, that the name of the Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in us. God of peace, sanctify us wholly until we stand perfect and complete in your presence.  And to you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be all glory and praise, world without end. Amen

The Prayer concludes with the Collect for the Day

The Collect - for the Nineteenth Sunday of Trinity
O God, forasmuch as without thee we are not able to please thee;
Mercifully grant, that thy Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN

The Old Testament Lesson - read by Nan Rennie, DCS
The Prophecy of Isaiah
Chapter 25, verses 1 to 9

25 LORD, you are my God;
    I will exalt you and praise your name,
for in perfect faithfulness
    you have done wonderful things,
    things planned long ago.
2 You have made the city a heap of rubble,
    the fortified town a ruin,
the foreigners’ stronghold a city no more;
    it will never be rebuilt.
3 Therefore strong peoples will honor you;
    cities of ruthless nations will revere you.
4 You have been a refuge for the poor,
    a refuge for the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the storm
    and a shade from the heat.
For the breath of the ruthless
    is like a storm driving against a wall
5     and like the heat of the desert.
You silence the uproar of foreigners;
    as heat is reduced by the shadow of a cloud,
    so the song of the ruthless is stilled.
6 On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare
    a feast of rich food for all peoples,
a banquet of aged wine—
    the best of meats and the finest of wines.
7 On this mountain he will destroy
    the shroud that enfolds all peoples,
the sheet that covers all nations;
8     he will swallow up death forever.
The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears
    from all faces;
he will remove his people’s disgrace
    from all the earth.
The LORD has spoken.
9 In that day they will say,
“Surely this is our God;
    we trusted in him, and he saved us.
This is the LORD, we trusted in him;
    let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.”

[bookmark: psalm_reading][bookmark: hebrew_oth_reading][bookmark: epistle_reading][bookmark: gospel_reading]This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God 

The Psalm - The Choir - unannounced
Psalm 86:1-10

Bow down thine ear, O Lord, and hear me:
 for I am poor, and in misery.
Preserve thou my soul, for I am holy: 
my God, save thy servant that putteth his trust in thee.
Be merciful unto me, O Lord: 
for I will call daily upon thee.
Comfort the soul of thy servant: 
for unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul.
For thou, Lord, art good and gracious: 
and of great mercy unto all them that call upon thee.
Give ear, Lord, unto my prayer: 
and ponder the voice of my humble desires.
In the time of my trouble I will call upon thee: 
for thou hearest me.
Among the gods there is none like unto thee, O Lord: 
there is not one that can do as thou doest.
All nations whom thou hadst made shall come and worship thee, O Lord: 
and shall glorify thy Name.
For thou art great, and doest wondrous things: 
thou art God alone.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son 
and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen

The Epistle - read by Nan Rennie, DCS
The Letter of Paul to the Philippians
Chapter 4, verses 1 to 9.

4 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, dear friends!
2 I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you, my true companion, help these women since they have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. 9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.

This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God 

The First Canticle - The Choir - unannounced
The ‘Magnificat’ from the Evening service in  B minor 
composed by Thomas Tertius Noble (1867-1953)

The Holy Gospel - Read by The Chaplain
According to St Matthew 
Chapter 22, verse 1 to verse 14

22 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.
4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’
5 “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. 6 The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.
8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 9 So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 He asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?’ The man was speechless.
13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”

This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God 

Amen, and thanks be to God for these readings of His Holy Word and to His Name be the Glory and Praise.

The Second Canticle - The Choir - unannounced
The Nunc Dimittis
Evening service in  B minor 
composed by Thomas Tertius Noble (1867-1953)

Prayer of Illumination - offered by The Chaplain
Let us pray. 
Almighty God,
by the power of your Holy Spirit,
illumine our hearts, we pray,
that our minds may be open to receive your Word,
our hearts taught to love it,
and our mind strengthened to obey it;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen.

The Address - The Chaplain

Ascription to Glory - The Choir - unannounced
Words: Samuel Miller Waring
Tune: Robin Chapel Melody: Sir Francis Tudsbery 

Now to Him who loved us, gave us
Every pledge that love could give,
Freely shed his blood to save us,
Gave his life that we might live;
be the Kingdom and Dominion
and the glory evermore. Amen. 

A Hymn of Praise - the Choir & Congregation - un-announced
The Congregation shall stand for the singing of the Hymn after which the Congregation remain standing for the Confession of Faith.
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy [CH4 187]
Author: Frederick William Faber [1814-1863]
Tune: All for Jesus
Composer: John Stainer [1840-1901]


1 There’s a wideness in God’s mercy,
like the wideness of the sea;
there’s a kindness in his justice,
which is more than liberty.

2 There is no place where earth's sorrows
are more felt than in God's heaven:
there is no place where earth's failings 
have such kindly judgment given.

3 For the love of God is broader
than the measure of the mind:
and the heart of the Eternal
is most wonderfully kind.

4 If our love were but more simple,
we should take him at his word;
and our lives be filled with glory
from the glory of the Lord.

The Confession of Faith - said by the Congregation after which they shall be seated
Let us affirm our faith. 

Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you. believe in God the Son?

I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated
at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge
the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

The Anthem - The Choir – unannounced
‘O thou the central orb’
to a setting by Charles Wood [1866-1926]

O thou the central orb of righteous love,
Pure beam of the most high, eternal light
Of this our wintry world, thy radiance bright
Awakes new joy in faith, hope soars above.

Come, quickly come, and let thy glory shine,
Gilding our darksome heaven with rays divine;
Thy saints with holy lustre round thee move,
As stars about thy throne, set in the height
Of God's ordaining counsel, as thy sight
Gives measured grace to each, thy power to prove.
Let thy bright beams disperse the gloom of sin,
Our nature all shall feel eternal day,
In fellowship with thee, transforming clay
To souls erewhile unclean, now pure within. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession - offered by Nan Rennie, DCS
Let us pray and thank God for His goodness.
[The Congregation should be seated – and pray together]
After each petition:

Deaconess: Lord in your mercy,
Congregation: Hear our prayer

Almighty God our Heavenly Father, you have promised through your Son to hear us when we pray in faith: strengthen your church in the service of Christ; that those who confess your name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

Deaconess: Lord in your mercy,
Congregation: Hear our prayer

Bless and guide Charles our King, give wisdom to all in authority; and direct this and every nation in the ways of justice and of peace; that we may honour one another and seek the common good.

Deaconess: Lord in your mercy,
Congregation: Hear our prayer

Give grace to us, our families and friends, to all who work and serve the Thistle Foundation and all the communities gathered here; that we may serve one another, and love as he loves us.

Deaconess: Lord in your mercy,
Congregation: Hear our prayer

Be with the people of Ukraine and with all who stand for righteousness against injustice. Comfort their grieving hearts, bind their wounds, strengthen, and equip their resolve and be to them the Blessing they need at this time.

Deaconess: Lord in your mercy,
Congregation: Hear our prayer

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Give to them courage and hope in their troubles and bring them with us to the joys of salvation. Hear us as we remember and pray for those who have died, that they may rest from their labours and be at peace with you, our Lord and our God.
[a time of silence shall be kept]

Deaconess: Lord in your mercy,
Congregation: Hear our prayer

The Regimental Collect of The Royal Army Chaplains’ Department - offered by The Chaplain
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	Blessed God, who has committed the glorious Gospel to our trust, have mercy upon the Royal Army Chaplains' Department and grant that we may never glory save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, but in all things may approve ourselves as your ministers, through the same your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



At the conclusion of the prayers:

Chaplain: Merciful Father,
Congregation: Accept these our prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray together:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever. Amen

The Prayer of King Henry VI - said by The Congregation
O Lord Jesus Christ,
who has created and redeemed me,
and has brought me hither where I am:
Thou knowest what they wouldst do with me.
Do with me according to thy will, with mercy. Amen

Collect for the Blues and Royals [Royal Horse Guards and 1st Dragoons] - offered by The Chaplain
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O Lord Jesus Christ, who by thy Holy Apostle has called us to put on the armour of God and to take the sword of the Spirit, give thy Grace, we pray thee, to the Blues and Royals that they may fight courageously under thy banner against all evil, and waiting on thee to renew their strength, may mount up with wings as eagles, in thy name, who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost ever one God, world without end. Amen



Concluding Hymn - un-announced - sung by the Choir & Congregation
CH4 738 Glorious things of thee are spoken [CH4 738]
Author: John Newton (1779)
Tune: Austrian Hymn
Music: John Joseph Haydn (1732-1809)
from a Croatian folk melody

	1. Glorious things of thee are spoken,
Zion, city of our God;
he, whose word cannot be broken
formed thee for His own abode.


2. See! the streams of living waters,
springing from eternal love,
well supply thy sons and daughters,
and all fear of want remove.
Who can faint, while such a river
ever flows their thirst to assuage -
grace which, like the Lord the giver,
never fails from age to age.
	On the Rock of Ages founded,
what can shake thy sure repose?
With salvation's walls surrounded,
thou mayest smile at all thy foes.



3. Saviour, if in Zion's city
I, through grace, a member am,
Let the world deride or pity,
I will glory in Thy name.
Fading is the sinner's pleasure,
All his boasted pomp and show;
Solid joys and lasting treasure
None but Zion's children know.



The Benediction

Choral Amen composed by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

The Withdrawal - The Congregation remain standing whilst The Processional Cross is removed, followed thereafter by The Chairman of the Trust or in his absence another Trustee who removes the Bible. The procession is followed by the Reader[s], the Guest Preacher [if there is one] The Chaplain, the Director of Music and the Choir.

Organ Voluntary - Fughetta in E-flat - Josef Rheinberger.

Forthcoming Services all at the usual hour of 4pm

18 October - Luke the Evangelist
Service of Thanksgiving for the Trustees of the Thistle Trust
Order of Service: The Original Order
Guest Preacher: Professor Herbert Kerrigan, KC.
Guest Readers: Proposed the Chairman and Deputy Chairman.
Followed by light refreshments in The North Aisle at 5pm

25 October - The Last Sunday after Trinity
Order of Service: Compline

1 November - All Saints Day
Order of Service: Special to context

8 November - The Third Sunday before Advent
Service of Remembrance/Volkstrauertag
Guest Readers: Frau Debbie Bülau &
The Consul General of the Federal Republic of Germany
Accompaniment: Brass & Piper
Afternoon Tea will follow in the North Aisle at 5pm.

15 November - The Second Sunday before Advent
Service of Thanksgiving to mark Poland’s National Day
Order of Service: The Evening Service
Guest Preacher:
Followed by light refreshments in The North Aisle at 5pm

22 November - Christ The King
Order of Service: Choral Evensong

29 November - Advent Sunday
St Andrews Day Service of Carols and Readings for Advent
An Act of Thanksgiving for the work of the Consular Corps in Scotland.
Invitees: The Consuls General and Consuls to Scotland under their Dean,
Followed by Afternoon Tea in the North Aisle.

6 December - Second Sunday of Advent
marking the Commencement of Hanukkah on 4 December 2026
Order of Service: Compline
Guest Preacher: None

13 December - Third Sunday of Advent
Christingle Service
Guest Choir: Church Music Scotland
Followed by light refreshments in The North Aisle at 5pm

20 December - Fourth Sunday of Advent
A Service of Nine Lessons and Carols
Afternoon Tea will follow in the Robin Chapel


Donations and Gifts
Should any Worshipper wish to donate to the Robin Chapel Improvements Fund they are invited to use the ‘Gift Aid’ envelope which may be collected from and deposited in the Casket at the rear of the Chapel.
Gifts in excess of £250.00 should first be discussed with the Chaplain before being made.



Emergency Procedures
In the unlikely event of a fire or other emergency you are asked to follow the direction of the Chaplain or his deputy. Once outside the Chapel building you are asked to congregate outside the Thistle Foundation building to await further instructions.



Safeguarding
The Trustees of the Thistle Trust have a deep concern for the wholeness and well-being of every individual who visits the Robin Chapel. The Gospel of Jesus Christ proclaims that it is the responsibility of everyone within the fellowship of the Christian Community to prevent harm and to reduce the risk of harm. If you have any concerns, please email our Safeguarding Co-ordinator, Major J M K Erskine, MBE on jmkerskine@yahoo.co.uk
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