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‘Service, Sacrifice, Remembrance, Reconciliation’

Honorary Patron of the Thistle Trust and Robin Chapel
Sir Iain Torrance, KCVO, Kt, TD, FRSE

The Trustees of The Thistle Trust
The Honourable Charles Younger [Chairman],
Maj J M K Erskine, MBE, Professor Herbert Kerrigan, KC, Julian Tudsbery,
Lt Col Neil Morrison, OBE, JP, Lady Elvidge, CBE, JP, Carolyn Brodie Mackay, Colin Burnett,
David Smith and Susanna Hamilton. 
The Thistle Trust - Scottish Charities Number SC003834

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY- SUNDAY 30 AUGUST 2026 

The Service will be conducted by The Chaplain, The Rev’d Dr Iain C Barclay, MBE, TD, FRSA,
assisted by Nan Rennie, DCS,
 and the Robin Chapel Choir will be conducted by its Director of Music, Paul Gudgin, BMus, Dr. h.c.,
accompanied by John Willmett

The Music of the Service

Jesu, Wahrer Gottesohn is taken from the cantata Grabmusik. Composed in Salzburg in 1767, when Mozart was only eleven years old, Grabmusik is among his earliest sacred works. The piece was most likely intended for performance during Holy Week, when Salzburg churches observed the custom of presenting short dramatic meditations at the Holy Sepulchre. , William Byrd was so highly rated by Queen Elizabeth that she gave him (along with Thomas Tallis, a fellow Catholic) an exclusive licence to publish music. He was a prolific composer and around 600 of his works have survived including four settings of the evening canticles. While Bruckner is remembered principally for his symphonies, he was also a significant church musician, becoming the organist of the Linz cathedral. The text of Os justi comes from Psalm 37 and was composed in 1879, the year he started writing his sixth symphony. It shows the influence of the Cecilian Movement which promoted reform in Roman Catholic church music believing that it should be purely diatonic and based on the style of renaissance masters such as Palestrina.


Organ Voluntary
The congregation is asked to stand as the Service commences with, The Processional Cross followed by the Director of Music, the Choir, The Reader[s] and the Chaplain entering the Chapel. Thereafter the Introit is sung.

The Introit [by The Choir]
Jesu, Wahrer Gottesohn K42
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 – 1791)
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Jesu, wahrer Gottessohn,
dem ein ungerechter Richter
heut’ den Stab des Lebens bricht,
richte uns nach Schärfe nicht.
Jesus, true Son of God,
to whom an unjust judge today
breaks the staff of life,
do not judge us with severity.
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The Little Entry
In silence The Bible is brought into the church following the singing of the Introit during which the congregation remain standing.

Let us Worship God				
Chaplain:	The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end.
All		Amen
Chaplain:	Our help is in the name of the Lord
All:		Who hath made heaven and earth.

The Congregation are invited to take their seat.

Welcome & Introduction - by The Chaplain

A period of silence for reflection on the day past may follow.
Suitable words of penitence may be used
as the Congregation remain seated or kneeling.

Invitation to Confession - led by The Chaplain
When Christ appears, we shall be like him,
because we shall see him as he is.
As he is pure, all who have grasped this hope make themselves pure.
So let us confess our sins that mar his image in us.

All: Most merciful God,
we confess to you,
before the whole company of heaven and one another,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed
and in what we have 	failed to do.
Forgive us our sins,
heal us by your Spirit
and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen.

Your unfailing kindness, O Lord, is in the heavens,
and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Your righteousness is like the strong mountains,
and your justice as the great deep:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

For with you is the well of life
and in your light shall we see light:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Cantor:	Oh God make speed to save us.
Choir:		O Lord make haste to help us.
Cantor:	Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost
Choir:		As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
		world without end. Amen.
Cantor:	Praise ye the Lord.
Choir:		The Lord’s name be praised.

The Antiphon
Choir:		In a resplendent cloud the Holy Spirit appeared. The Father’s voice was 			heard: This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased. Listen to him. 		(Matthew 17:5)
 
A Reading from the Old Testament - by Nan Rennie, DCS
The First Book of Exodus
chapter 3, at verses 1 to 15

3 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.”
4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!”
And Moses said, “Here I am.”
5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he said, “I am the God of your father,[a] the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.
7 The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”
11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”
12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you[b] will worship God on this mountain.”
13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”
14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.[c] This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”
15 God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD,[d] the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’
“This is my name forever,
    the name you shall call me
    from generation to generation.

This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God 

The Prose Psalm - The Choir - unannounced
Psalm 115
Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy Name give the praise: 
for thy loving mercy and for thy truth's sake.
Wherefore shall the heathen say: 
Where is now their God?
As for our God, he is in heaven: 
he hath done whatsoever pleased him.
Their idols are silver and gold: 
even the work of men's hands.
They have mouths, and speak not: 
eyes have they, and see not.
They have ears, and hear not: 
noses have they, and smell not.
They have hands, and handle not; feet have they, and walk not: 
neither speak they through their throat.
They that make them are like unto them: 
and so are all such as put their trust in them.
But thou, house of Israel, trust thou in the Lord: 
he is their succour and defence.
Ye house of Aaron, put your trust in the Lord: 
he is their helper and defender.
Ye that fear the Lord, put your trust in the Lord: 
he is their helper and defender.
The Lord hath been mindful of us, and he shall bless us: 
even he shall bless the house of Israel, he shall bless the house of Aaron.
He shall bless them that fear the Lord: 
both small and great.
The Lord shall increase you more and more: 
you and your children.
Ye are the blessed of the Lord: 
who made heaven and earth.
All the whole heavens are the Lord's: 
the earth hath he given to the children of men.
The dead praise not thee, O Lord: 
neither all they that go down into silence.
But we will praise the Lord: 
from this time forth for evermore. Praise the Lord.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

A Reading from the Epistles - by Nan Rennie, DCS
The Book of Romans
chapter 12, at verses 9 to 21.
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position.[c] Do not be conceited.
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,”[d] says the Lord. 20 On the contrary:
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
    if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”[e]
21 Do not be overcome by evil but overcome evil with good.
This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God 

Responsory [to the Word of God] – The Choir - unannounced
Cantor:	Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
Choir:		Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
Cantor:	For thou hast redeemed me, O Lord, thou God of truth;
Choir:		I commend my spirit.
Cantor:	Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
Choir:		Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.

The Hymn - ‘Before the ending of the day’ - The Choir - unannounced 

	1. Before the ending of the day,
Creator of the world, we pray

	That with thy wonted favour thou
Would be our guard and keeper now.
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	2. From all ill dreams defend our eyes,
From nightly fears and fantasies;
Tread under foot our ghostly foe,
That no pollution we may know.
	3. O Father that we ask be done,
through Jesus Christ, thine only Son;
Who, with the Holy Ghost and thee,
Doth live and reign eternally.



Gospel Acclamation - offered by The Chaplain
Alleluia, alleluia.
Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
All: Alleluia.

The Holy Gospel - read by The Chaplain
The Gospel of Matthew 
chapter 16, at verses 21 to 28 

21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.
22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!”
23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life[f] will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what they have done.
28 “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

Amen and thanks be to God for these readings of His Holy Word and to His Name be the Glory and Praise.

Nunc Dimittis – The Choir - unannounced
[bookmark: _Hlk130398991]The Second Service
composed by William Byrd (c.1540 – 1623)

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:
according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen:
thy salvation;
Which thou hast prepared :
before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles :
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. Luke 2.29-32
		
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.








The Creed – The Choir - unannounced

We believe that God is spirit,
and they that worship him must worship
Him in spirit and in truth.

We believe that God is Light,
And if we walk in the Light, as he is in the Light, 
we have fellowship one with another.

We believe that God is Love,
and everyone that loveth is born of God, and 
and knoweth God. 

We believe that Jesus is the Son of God,
and that God hath given us eternal life,
and this life is in His Son.

We believe that we are children of God, 
and that He hath given us of His spirit. 

We believe that, if we confess our sins,
He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins. 

We believe that the world passeth away,
and the lust there-of,
but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 

The Lord’s Prayer – Sung by The Choir and accompanied by the Congregation
Cantor:	Our Father,
All:		Who art in heaven,
		Hallowed be thy name;
		thy kingdom come;
		thy will be done;
	on earth as it is in heaven.
	Give us this day our daily bread.
	And forgive us our debts,
	as we forgive our debtors.
	And lead us not into temptation;
	but deliver us from evil.
	

Prayers of Intercession and Collects - the Choir unannounced
Cantor:	Visit, we beseech thee, O Lord, this place,
		and drive from it all the snares of the enemy;
		let thy holy angels dwell herein to preserve us in peace;
		and may thy blessing be upon us evermore;
		through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Choir:		Amen.
Cantor:	Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord;
		and by the great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night;
		for the love of thine only Son our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Choir:		Amen.
Cantor:	Look down, O Lord, 
		from thy heavenly throne;
		illuminate the darkness of this night with thy celestial brightness,
		and from the sons of light banish the deeds of darkness;
		through Jesus Christ our Lord
Choir:		Amen.
Cantor:	Be present, O merciful God,
		and protect us through the silent hours of this night,
		so that we who are wearied by the changes and chances of this fleeting world
		repose upon thy eternal changelessness,
		through Jesus Christ our Lord
Choir:		Amen.

the Chaplain continues leading - unannounced
All:		O God,
the strength of all those who put their trust in you,
mercifully accept our prayers
and, because through the weakness of our mortal nature
we can do no good thing without you,
grant us the help of your grace,
that in the keeping of your commandments
we may please you both in will and deed;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. AMEN

The Anthem – The Choir - unannounced
Os justi
composed by Anton Bruckner (1824 - 1896)
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Os justi meditabitur sapientiam:
et lingua ejus loquetur judicium.
Lex Dei ejus in corde ipsius:

The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom,
and his tongue speaks what is just.
The law of his God is in his heart:
et non supplantabuntur gressus ejus.
Alleluia.
Inveni David servum meum,
oleo sancto meo unxi eum.
Alleluia.
and his feet do not falter.
Alleluia. 
I have found David, my servant;
I have anointed him with my holy oil.
Alleluia. 


Prayer of Illumination - offered by The Chaplain
Let us pray. 
God of mercy, you promised never to break your covenant with us.
Amid all the changing words of our generation,
speak your eternal Word that does not change.
Then may we respond to your gracious promises with faithful and obedient lives;
We pray this through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen
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The Address - The Chaplain

Ascription to Glory - The Choir - unannounced
Words: Samuel Miller Waring
Tune: Robin Chapel Melody: Sir Francis Tudsbery 

Now to Him who loved us, gave us
Every pledge that love could give,
Freely shed his blood to save us,
Gave his life that we might live;
be the Kingdom and Dominion
and the glory evermore. Amen. 

Concluding Hymn – led by The Choir and accompanied by The Congregation
after which the Congregation remain standing
All my hope on God is founded [CH4 192]
Tune: Michael							
Robert Bridges [1844 1929]
based on Joachim Neander [1650-1680]
Music Herbert Howells (1892 – 1983)

1. All my hope on God is founded,
all my trust he will renew;
Safe through change and chance he guides me,
only good and only true.
God unknown,
he alone
calls my heart to be his own.

2. Human pride and earthly glory,
sword and crown betray his trust;
Though with care and toil we build them,
Tower and temple fall to dust.
But God's power,
hour by hour,
is my temple and my tower.

3. God's great goodness last forever,
deep his wisdom passing thought:
splendour, light and life attend him,
beauty springing out of naught.
Evermore,
from his store
new-born worlds rise and adore.

4. Day by day the mighty Giver
showers gifts on us below;
his desire our souls delight in,
and pleasure leads us where we go.
See love stand
at his hand,
joy awaits at his command!

5. Still from earth to God in heaven
sacrifice of praise be done,
high above all praise praising
for the gift of Christ his Son.
Hear Christ call,
one and all:
Those who follow shall not fall.

Prayers For Healing - led by Nan Rennie, DCS.			
Almighty God, we pray for your anointing with Healing upon all who at this time are unwell in whatever state of incapacity. We pray this Blessing especially for our Sovereign Lord, King Charles and for Catherine, Duchess of Rothesay and for all who suffer in body, mind and spirit and whom we name before you now in the silence of our hearts ............... . By the Power of your Holy Spirit anoint them with your Healing and Bless them with your Peace. Amen.

The Regimental Collects - offered by the Chaplain
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Collect for the Blues and Royals [Royal Horse Guards and 1st Dragoons]
O Lord Jesus Christ who by the holy Apostle has called us to put on the Armour of God and to take the sword of the spirit, give thy grace we pray thee to the ‘Blues and Royals’ that they may fight courageously under thy banner against all evil, and waiting on thee to renew their strength, may Mount up with wings as eagles in thy name who liveth and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God world without end. AMEN
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Collect of The Royal Army Chaplains’ Department
Blessed God, who has committed the glorious Gospel to our trust, have mercy upon the Royal Army Chaplains' Department and grant that we may never glory save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, but in all things may approve ourselves as your ministers, through the same your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Benediction - Offered by The Chaplain
Christ Jesus,
the splendour of the Father and the image of his being,
draw you to himself
that you may live in his light and share his glory;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. AMEN

The Conclusion - led by The Choir - unannounced
Cantor:	We will lay us down in peace and take our rest;
Choir:		For it is thou Lord, only that makest us dwell in safety.
Cantor:	The Lord be with you
Choir:		And with thy spirit
Cantor:	Let us bless the Lord
Choir:		Thanks be to God
Cantor:	Restore us again, O God of hosts;
		show us the light of your countenance and we shall be saved.
		bless and keep us, this night and always.
Choir:		Amen.

Contemplative Silence - during which the Clergy and Congregation offer their private prayers.

The Bible is withdrawn - The Chairman of the Trust or in his absence another Trustee removes the Bible from the Lectern. He is preceded by the Processional Cross and thereafter followed by Reader[s], the Guest Preacher [if there is one] The Chaplain, the Director of Music and the Choir.

Organ Voluntary

All forthcoming Services are at the usual hour of 4pm


6 September	- The Anniversary of the Laying
of the Foundation Stone of the Robin Chapel
Being the Sunday immediately following the Laying of the Foundation Stone
on 5 September 1950 and so marking the Seventy Sixth Anniversary.
Order of Service: The Original Order
followed by Afternoon Tea in The North Aisle at 5pm.

13 September - The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
Order of Service: New Revised
The Rev’d Dr Iain C Barclay, MBE, TD, FRSA is on Annual Leave.
The Service will be conducted by The Rev’d Dr Iain May
and Assisted by Nan Rennie, DCS.

20 September - The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity
Order of Service: The Evening Service
The Rev’d Dr Iain C Barclay, MBE, TD, FRSA is on Annual Leave.
The Service will be conducted by The Rev’d Dr Iain May
and Assisted by Nan Rennie, DCS.
		
26 September Saturday - First Vespers of the
Feast of the Translation of St. Stanislas.
Order of Service: Specific to the occasion and will commence at 6pm

27 September - The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity
Order of Service: Choral Evensong
The Rev’d Dr Iain C Barclay, MBE, TD, FRSA is on Annual Leave.
The Service will be conducted by The Rev’d Dr Iain May
and Assisted by Nan Rennie, DCS.

4 October - The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity
Order of Service: Compline



Donations and Gifts
Should any Worshipper wish to donate to the Robin Chapel Improvements Fund they are invited to use the ‘Gift Aid’ envelope which may be collected from and deposited in the Casket at the rear of the Chapel.
Gifts in excess of £250.00 should first be discussed with the Chaplain before being made.


Emergency Procedures
In the unlikely event of a fire or other emergency you are asked to follow the direction of the Chaplain or his deputy. Once outside the Chapel building you are asked to congregate outside the Thistle Foundation building to await further instructions.


Safeguarding
The Trustees of the Thistle Trust have a deep concern for the wholeness and well-being of every individual who visits the Robin Chapel. The Gospel of Jesus Christ proclaims that it is the responsibility of everyone within the fellowship of the Christian Community to prevent harm and to reduce the risk of harm. If you have any concerns, please email our Safeguarding Co-ordinator, Major J M K Erskine, MBE on jmkerskine@yahoo.co.uk
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