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NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY – 2 AUGUST 2026
CHORAL EUCHARIST

The Service will be conducted by The Chaplain, The Rev’d Dr Iain C Barclay, MBE, TD, FRSA
assisted by the Rev’d Fr Bartosz Skrzypczak, MA, KStS, and Dr Theodor G Borz,
with the Lessons and Prayers being offered by Nan Rennie, DCS.
 The Robin Chapel Choir will be conducted by the Guest Conductor, Susan Hamilton.
accompanied by the Robin Chapel Organist, Morley Whitehead, GRSM(Hons), FRCO(ChM), LRAM, ARCM

The Service Order today has been developed by Rev’d Fr Bartosz Skrzypczak, MA, KStS.


The Choir, preceded by Processional Cross, and followed by the reader(s), acolyte(s) and minister(s) shall process in, while singing the following hymn

Hymn of Praise - led by The Choir and accompanied by the Congregation
How shall I sing that majesty [CH4 128]
Words: John Mason (1646-1694)
Tune: Coe fen, Kenneth Nicholson Naylor (1931-1991)

	1 How shall I sing that Majesty
which angels do admire?
Let dust in dust and silence lie;
sing, sing, ye heavenly choir.
Thousands of thousands stand around
thy throne, O God most high;
ten thousand times ten thousand sound
thy praise; but who am I?

	2 Thy brightness unto them appears,
whilst I thy footsteps trace;
a sound of God comes to my ears,
but they behold thy face.
They sing because thou art their Sun:
Lord, send a beam on me;
for where heaven is but once begun
there alleluias be.






	3 Enlighten with faith's light my heart,
inflame it with love's fire;
then shall I sing and bear a part
with that celestial choir.
I shall, I fear, be dark and cold,
with all my fire and light;
yet when thou dost accept their gold,
Lord, treasure up my mite.
	4 How great a being, Lord, is thine,
which doth all beings keep!
Thy knowledge is the only line
to sound so vast a deep.
Thou art a sea without a shore,
a sun without a sphere;
thy time is now and evermore,
thy place is everywhere





1

The Little Entry 

The Preparation
Chaplain: In the Name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.
Response: Amen.

All: Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession and absolution – congregation are invited to kneel or sit as is their tradition
Chaplain: Let us humbly confess our sins before God.

All: We confess to God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, through our own grievous fault. Wherefore we pray God to have mercy upon us. 
Almighty God have mercy upon us, forgive us all our sins and deliver us from evil, confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, and bring us to life everlasting. Amen.

Chaplain: May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you pardon and remission of all your sins, time for true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.
Response: Amen.

Kyrie sung by the Choir – during which the Congregation are invited to be seated
From the Little Organ Mass by Joseph Haydn

	Kyrie eleison.
Christe eleison.
Kyrie eleison.
	Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.



Gloria in Excelsis sung by the Choir – during which the Congregation are invited to be seated
From the Little Organ Mass by Joseph Haydn

	Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Et in terra pax hominibus
bonae voluntatis.
Laudamus te. Benedicimus te.
Adoramus te. Glorificamus te.
Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam. Domine Deus, Rex caelestis, Deus Pater omnipotens.
Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe.
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris.
Qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.
Qui tollis peccata mundi suscipe deprecationem nostram.
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, miserere nobis.
Quoniam tu solus Sanctus.
Tu solus Dominus. Tu solus Altíssimus, Jesu Christe. Cum Sancto Spiritu,
in gloria Dei Patris.
Amen.
	Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, good will towards men. 
We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, 
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Jesu Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.



The Collect for the Day – the Congregation are invited to kneel or sit as is their tradition.

Chaplain: The Lord be with you. 
Response: And with thy spirit.
Chaplain: Let us pray. 

Grant to us, Lord, we beseech thee, the spirit to think and do always such things as be rightful; that we, who cannot do any thing that is good without thee, may by thee be enabled to live according to thy will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Response: Amen.


THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD

The Old Testament Reading – read by Nan Rennie DCS
[bookmark: _Hlk227698200]The Book of Genesis
chapter 32, verses 22 to 31

And Jacob rose up that night, and took his two wives, and his two women-servants, and his eleven sons, and passed over the ford Jabbok. And he took them, and sent them over the brook, and sent over that he had. And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day. And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him. And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me. And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed. And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore, is it that thou dost ask after my name? And he blessed him there. And Jacob called the name of the place Penuel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved. And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him, and he halted upon his thigh. 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord.
Response: Thanks be to God.

The Psalm – sung by the choir.
Psalm 17 verses 1 to 7 and 16 

Hear the right, O Lord, consider my complaint: 
and hearken unto my prayer, that goeth not out of feigned lips.
Let my sentence come forth from thy presence: 
and let thine eyes look upon the thing that is equal.
Thou hast proved and visited mine heart in the night-season; thou hast tried me, and shalt find no wickedness in me: 
for I am utterly purposed that my mouth shall not offend.
Because of men's works, that are done against the words of thy lips: 
I have kept me from the ways of the destroyer.
O hold thou up my goings in thy paths: 
that my footsteps slip not.
I have called upon thee, O God, for thou shalt hear me: 
incline thine ear to me, and hearken unto my words.
Shew thy marvellous loving-kindness, thou that art the Saviour of them which put their trust in thee: 
from such as resist thy right hand.
But as for me, I will behold thy presence in righteousness: 
and when I awake up after thy likeness, I shall be satisfied with it.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

The Reading from the Epistles – read by Nan Rennie, DCS
The Book of Romans
chapter 9, verses 1 to 5.

Brethren, I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, that I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh: who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises; whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord.
Response: Thanks be to God.

Hymn of Praise - led by The Choir and accompanied by the Congregation
Love divine, all loves excelling [NEH 408b]
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
Tune: Love Divine, John Stainer (1840-1901)


1 Love Divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heaven, to earth come down,
Fix in us thy humble dwelling,
All thy faithful mercies crown.

2 Jesus, thou art all compassion,
Pure unbounded love thou art;
Visit us with thy salvation,
Enter every trembling heart.

3 Come, almighty to deliver,
Let us all thy life receive;
Suddenly return, and never,
Never more thy temples leave.
4 Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve thee as thy hosts above,
Pray, and praise thee, without ceasing,
Glory in thy perfect love.

5 Finish, then thy new creation,
Pure and spotless let us be;
Let us see thy great salvation,
Perfectly restored in thee,

6 Changed from glory into glory,
Till in heaven we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before thee,
Lost in wonder, love, and praise!



The Congregation are invited to remain standing.

The Holy Gospel – read by the Chaplain
According to Matthew
chapter 14, verses 13 to 21.

Reader: The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Response: Glory be to thee, O Lord.

In those days, Jesus departed thence by ship into a desert place apart: and when the people had heard thereof, they followed him on foot out of the cities. And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was moved with compassion toward them, and he healed their sick. And when it was evening, his disciples came to him, saying, 
This is a desert place, and the time is now past; send the multitude away, that they may go into the villages, and buy themselves victuals. But Jesus said unto them, They need not depart; give ye them to eat. And they say unto him, We have here but five loaves, and two fishes. He said, Bring them hither to me. And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass, and took the five loaves, and the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his disciples, and the disciples to the multitude. And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the fragments that remained twelve baskets full. And they that had eaten were about five thousand men, beside women and children.

Reader: This is the gospel of the Lord.
Response: Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Apostles’ Creed – said by all – the Congregation remain standing if they are able.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Congregation are invited to be seated.

Prayer of Illumination - offered by The Chaplain. 

Lead us, O Lord, with the kindly light of thy truth, and open our ears and hearts, that we, meditating on thy Holy Word, may perceive the way that leadeth unto thee, our only Father.

Response: Amen.

The Reflection - offered by The Chaplain.
Ascription o Glory - The Choir - unannounced 
Now to Him who loved us, gave us
Every pledge that love could give,
Freely shed his blood to save us, 
Gave his life that we might live;
be the Kingdom and Dominion 
and the glory evermore. Amen. 
Words: Samuel Miller Waring
Tune: Robin Chapel Melody: Sir Francis Tudsbery 
THE PRAYERS

Prayers of Intercession - led by Nan Rennie, DCS. – the congregation are invited to kneel or sit as is their tradition.

Chaplain: Let us beseech the all-holy and ever-blessed Trinity to send forth mercy and grace upon us and upon all people.
	
Deaconess: Let us pray for the peace that cometh from above, and for the salvation of our souls.
Response: Lord, have mercy.

Deaconess: Let us pray for the peace of the whole world, and for the welfare and unity of the Church of God.
Response: Lord, have mercy.

Deaconess: Let us pray for our country, for this city, and for all that dwell therein.
Response: Lord, have mercy.

Deaconess: Let us pray for all Christian people throughout the world.
Response: Lord, have mercy.

Deaconess: Let us pray for all Christian princes and governors, especially our Sovereign Lord, King Charles and all in authority under him.
Response: Lord, have mercy.

Deaconess: Let us pray for all Clergy of Christ's Church.
Response: Lord, have mercy.

Deaconess: Let us pray for all who are sick or suffering, in mind, body, or estate.
Response: Lord, have mercy.

Deaconess: Let us pray that we may follow the blessed saints in bearing our cross before the world and win with them the crowns of everlasting glory.
Response: Lord, have mercy.

At the conclusion of intercessions all shall say together the prayer of King Henry VI, which is engraved upon the Altar: 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who hast created and redeemed me, and hast brought me hither where I am, thou knowest what thou wouldst do with me, do with me according to thy will, with mercy. Amen. 

The Peace – The Congregation are invited to stand if they are able

Chaplain: Beloved, we meet in Christ’s name. 
Response: Let us share his peace. 

All may exchange the sign of peace.

THE PREPARATION OF GIFTS

The Celebrant moves to the Altar Table to prepare the Elements of bread and wine.

[bookmark: _Hlk227699447]Hymn of Praise - led by The Choir and accompanied by the Congregation
Psalm 24 Verses 7 to 10 [CH4 19]
Tune: St George’s [Edinburgh]
Music: Andrew Mitchell Thomson [1778-1831]
Scottish Psalter 1929


7. Ye gates, lift up your heads on high;
ye doors that last for aye,
Be lifted up, that so the King
of glory enter may.
8. But who of glory is the King?
The mighty Lord is this;
Ev'n that same Lord, that great in might
and strong in battle is.
9. Ye gates, lift up your heads; ye doors,
doors that do last for aye,
Be lifted up, that so the King
of glory enter may.
10. But who is he that is the King
of glory? who is this?
The Lord of hosts, and none but he,
the King of glory is.


The last lines of each verse are repeated.

Coda
Alleluiah, alleluiah,
alleluiah, alleluiah, alleluiah,
Amen, amen, amen.

The Celebrant and Congregation praise God for his gifts, saying together:

BLESSED be thou, O Lord God, for ever and ever. Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine: thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all: both riches and honour come of thee, and of thine own do we give unto thee. Amen.

Proper Preface

The Celebrant continues

Chaplain: The Lord be with you. 
Response: And with thy spirit.

Chaplain: Lift up your hearts. 
Response: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Chaplain: Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
Response: It is meet and right so to do.

Chaplain: It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

For in him thou hast shown unto us the way of humble service and costly love. In his life sacrificed for others, and in his death upon the cross, he hath reconciled all things unto thee, making peace by the blood which he hath shed.

Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising thee and saying:

Sanctus – sung by the choir
From the Little Organ Mass by Joseph Haydn


Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth.
Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua.
Hosanna in excelsis.

Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini.
Hosanna in excelsis.

Holy, holy, holy,
Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high.

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.


The Eucharistic Prayer

Chaplain: Almighty and everlasting God, which in thy tender love toward mankind didst send thy only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to be born in the substance of our flesh, and in the same flesh to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption, who made there a supreme Sacrifice for the sins of the whole world to Reconcile the world unto thee; and in his holy gospel hath commanded us to perpetually Remember this Service of his love; 

Who in the night that he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat, this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. 

Likewise, after supper he took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: Drink ye all of this, for this is my Blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the remission of sins. Do this as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Wherefore, O Lord, having in remembrance his passion and death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension into heaven, and looking for his coming again in power and great glory, we set apart these gifts of bread and wine, and with them we present unto thee ourselves, our souls and bodies in the spirit of thankfulness and praise. 

And we humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and to send thy Holy Spirit upon us, and upon these thy gifts and creatures of bread and wine, that overshadowed by his power, they may be to us the Body and Blood of Christ. 

Look down mercifully upon us, and grant that we who shall be partakers of this Bread and Wine may in faith receive Christ’s Body and Blood, and may be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, through the same Christ our Lord: 

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all glory and honour be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. 
Response: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer 

Chaplain: As our Saviour Christ hath commanded and taught us, we are bold to say:

All: Our Father, which art in heaven
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever. Amen 

The Breaking of Bread
The Celebrant shall break the bread, and say: 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
Response: And with thy spirit.



Agnus Dei – sung by the choir
From Little Organ Mass by Joseph Haydn


Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.  
Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.  
Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world: have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world: have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world: grant us thy peace

The Communion 
The Celebrant partakes of the bread and wine and then says: 

Draw near with faith:
receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which was given for you,
and his blood which was shed for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Happy are those who find refuge in him! 

The Distribution - The Servers shall receive their Communion from the Celebrant; thereafter the members of the Choir who wish to receive will be invited to come forward. After receiving the elements of Bread and Wine the Choir will return to their stalls for the singing of the following:

The Anthem 
Words: Thomas Aquinas (c. 1225 – 7 March 1274)
Music: Maurice Gustave Duruflé 11 January 1902 – 16 June 1986

	Tantum ergo Sacramentum
Veneremur cernui:
Et antiquum documentum
Novo cedat ritui:
Praestet fides supplementum
Sensuum defectui.

Genitori, Genitoque
Laus et iubilatio,
Salus, honor, virtus quoque
Sit et benedictio:
Procedenti ab utroque
Compar sit laudatio.
	Therefore we, before him bending,
this great Sacrament revere;
types and shadows have their ending,
for the newer rite is here;
faith, our outward sense befriending,
makes our inward vision clear.

Glory let us give and blessing
to the Father and the Son,
honour, thanks, and praise addressing,
while eternal ages run;
ever too his love confessing,
who with both in both is One.



Members of the Congregation who would like to receive are now invited to make their way to the Altar. Any member who wishes to receive but is unable to come forward for any reason, should indicate to the Servers as they move up the Aisle.

Thanksgiving after Communion

Chaplain: O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gracious.
Response: For his mercy endureth forever.

Chaplain: O Lord Jesu Christ, who in this Sacrament hast fed us with the Bread of Life and hast nourished with the Cup of Salvation to sustain us in this our pilgrimage, grant, we beseech thee, that we, led kindly by thy light, may arrive safely at thy heavenly banquet. Who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 

Response: Amen.

Hymn of Praise - led by The Choir and accompanied by the Congregation
O Love, that wilt not let me go [CH4 557]
Words: George Matheson (1842-1906)
Tune: St. Margaret, Albert Lister Peace (1844-1912)


1 O Love that wilt not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in thee:
I give thee back the life I owe,
that in thine ocean depths its flow
may richer, fuller be.

2 O Light that followest all my way,
I yield my flickering torch to thee:
my heart restores its borrowed ray,
that in thy sunshine's blaze its day
may brighter, fairer be.

3 O Joy that seekest me through pain,
I cannot close my heart to thee:
I trace the rainbow through the rain,
and feel the promise is not vain,
that morn shall tearless be.

4 O Cross that liftest up my head,
I dare not ask to fly from thee:
I lay in dust life's glory dead,
and from the ground there blossoms red
life that shall endless be.
The Benediction

Chaplain: The peace of God,
which passeth all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost
be amongst you and remain with you always.

Chaplain: Amen.

Organ voluntary - Fugue in G - Mendelssohn.




Services are held every Sunday at 4pm

9 August - A Service to mark the Commencement of the Festival of the Sacred Arts.
Order of Service: Choral Evensong
Guest Preacher: The Rev’d David W S Todd, BEM, Edinburgh Theatre Chaplain
Followed by light refreshments in The North Aisle at 5pm.

16 August - The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity
Order of Service: The Evening Service

23 August - The Sunday marking the Dedication of the Robin Chapel
This being the Sunday following the Dedication of the Chapel
on 20 August 1953.
Order of Service: The Original Order
followed by afternoon tea in the North Aisle at 5pm.

30 August - The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity
Order of Service: Compline

6 September - The Anniversary of the Laying of the Foundation Stone of the Robin Chapel
Being the Sunday immediately following the Laying of the Foundation Stone
on 5 September 1950 and so marking the Seventy Sixth Anniversary.
Order of Service: The Original Order
followed by Afternoon Tea in The North Aisle at 5pm.

Donations and Gifts
Should any Worshipper wish to donate to the Robin Chapel Improvements Fund they are invited to use the ‘Gift Aid’ envelope which may be collected from and deposited in the Casket at the rear of the Chapel.
Gifts in excess of £250.00 should first be discussed with the Chaplain before being made.


Emergency Procedures
In the unlikely event of a fire or other emergency you are asked to follow the direction of the Chaplain or his deputy. Once outside the Chapel building you are asked to congregate outside the Thistle Foundation building to await further instructions.


Safeguarding
The Trustees of the Thistle Trust have a deep concern for the wholeness and well-being of every individual who visits the Robin Chapel. The Gospel of Jesus Christ proclaims that it is the responsibility of everyone within the fellowship of the Christian Community to prevent harm and to reduce the risk of harm. If you have any concerns, please email our Safeguarding Co-ordinator, Major J M K Erskine, MBE on jmkerskine@yahoo.co.uk
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